
 

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Mission of the First Church of Monson is  

to praise God through prayer, 

to share the Word and love of God by promoting fellowship in the community, 

and to serve as stewards of God’s creation – 

all in a manner that glorifies God and emulates Christ. 
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The First Church of Monson, Congregational/UCC 
5 High Street, Monson MA 01057 

413-267-3312 

office@firstchurchmonson.org 

www.firstchurchmonson.org 

www.facebook.com/firstchurchmonson 

 

The Church Office is usually open on Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays 

from 9 AM to 1 PM. Pastor Peter is usually in his office on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 10 AM to 3 PM or by appointment. 

 

Please visit our website and calendar at www.firstchurchmonson.org. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
In last June’s edition of The Messenger, Pastor Rob 
wrote, “By the time you read this, the congregation 
has voted to call Mr. Peter Johnston as the next 
settled pastor of First Church…” And so it goes! 
This month, I celebrate my first year as your pastor 
(June 17) and my first anniversary of ordination (June 24). During those 
weeks, I will be in Milwaukee at General Synod, the biennial meeting of the 
United Church of Christ, as a delegate from the Hampden Association. 
Even though I won’t be with you physically for these anniversary dates, I 
didn’t want them to pass by unmarked or unnoticed.  
 
June is also a time of change in the life of the church and its covenant 
members. The school year is drawing to a close, marking rites of passage 
for our children and others. This might mean the conclusion of daycare and 
preparation for Kindergarten or moving from middle school to high school, 
or even graduation from high school or college. For the church, June 
means the reception of new members, and the celebration of Pentecost, 
the birthday of the church. Summer means the hiatus of the choir, Let’s Eat, 
and our regular graded Sunday School classes.  
 
Nevertheless, we will continue to be the church throughout the summer! 
We will still gather for worship and fellowship on Sunday mornings, with 
special music and nursery care. We will continue to provide pastoral care 
and visitation. And, this summer, we will welcome four members of the 
congregation as guest preachers.  
 
May the God of all creation bless you and this church as we move ahead 
into the summer months.  
 
Peace,  

 
Pastor Peter 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Welcome to the First Church of Monson. We pray that you will be blessed with 

strength enough to see you on your way, hope enough to get you through your day 

and love enough to fill your heart, come what may. 

 
Children’s Sunday is June 2.  Nursery care is planned for the summer months. 

 
A Special Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, June 2 following the 

worship service to vote on a motion from the Board of Deacons recommending 

persons for covenant membership.  

 
The Music Committee is seeking volunteer musicians and/or vocalists to perform 

the anthem one or more Sundays during the summer months while the choir is on 

break. Please sign up in the Fellowship Room.  

 
Let’s Eat Breakfast ends on Sunday, June 9 for its summer break! Breakfast 

returns on Rally Sunday, September 8. Please join us then. 

   
The Messenger for July and August will be combined into one summer edition. 

The deadline is Saturday, June 15. 

 
The need for food assistance continues during the summer months. Support the 

Monson Open Pantry by donating non-perishable food. Collection baskets are 

located in the narthex. Delivery to the Open Pantry takes place the third Sunday of 

every month. 

 
Sanctuary Flowers beautify our worship space on a Sunday morning and remind 

us that God is the creator of all. When     delivered to  someone who is hospitalized 

or homebound, the flowers bring our caring thoughts and prayers. This summer, 

please consider giving a freshly picked bouquet from your home garden; the flower 

calendar and sign-up sheets are in the         
 



 

Children’s “Fruit of the Spirit” Sunday  
June 2, 2019 

 
  

Celebrate with our young people, their teachers, and their families as 
we explore this year’s Sunday School theme, Fruit of the Spirit.” 

During the past year, each month’s curriculum was focused on one of 

the fruits.  
 

 
 

 

 

Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV) says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 

and self-control.”  
 

 

 

 

The trustees are in need of a new or used 32" x 80" luan door for the Sunday 
School area. Anyone who has one to donate can contact the church office at 413-
267-3312 or office@firstchurchmonson.org.  (The fire chief wants us to put a door 
on all classroom spaces for fire safety.) 
 

 

 

 

 
The Strengthen the Church (STC) special offering is usually received on Pentecost. 

This offering supports the expansion of ministry and growth of United Church of 

Christ (UCC) local congregations. Your support of this offering will help the UCC 

fulfill on its commitment to creating a just world for all by investing in new 

ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local communities. 
 

Happy Birthday, Christian Church!  
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On June 9, 2019, 50 days after Easter, we celebrate Pentecost (Acts 2), the day the 

disciples were praying together and the Holy Spirit descended upon them. The 

disciples received the “gift of tongues” and were able to go forth and minister to 

the crowds in many languages. 

 

Peter said to the crowds, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the Name 

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38) These promises, given by God, are considered by most 

Christians to be the birth of the Christian Church. 

 

To celebrate the church’s birthday, the members-at-large are asking you to give a 

gift or gifts that will further the ministries of First Church. Beginning on Sunday, 

May 19, there will be a special exhibit in Fellowship Hall displaying wish lists 

from boards, committees, and other groups. Some items can be purchased; other 

“items” are volunteer opportunities. Please look over the wish list and consider 

how you can gift the church. 

  

Gifts may be left on the Pentecost table anytime before Pentecost Sunday. 

 

Thank you and blessings, 

Your members-at-large (Elaine and Carol) 

 
 

 

Electronics Recycling  
 

Saturday, June 15, 2019 ~ 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 

First Church Parking lot 

 

It’s time to recycle all those old electronics! Bring you out-dated items to an open-

to-all-towns electronics recycling event. Small fees are charged based on the size 

of the item 

 

Bicycle Recycle: We will accept any model of bike in any condition. Our aim is to 

keep bikes from being thrown out when they can be re-used.  

 
 

 



Special thanks to the following people who 
joined the choir to sing for Easter: David and 
Erin; Tony; Kaylee; Dan; Judy; Anne; and 
Cindy. The extra voices plus Karen Lafayette’s 
accompaniment on the trumpet were a 

wonderful gift to our Easter service. Everyone enjoyed the children’s 
presentation of “My God is An Awesome God” directed by Cindy who has 
volunteered to lead the Sunday school in singing. Thanks to Max for 
playing the drum on Palm Sunday and to Joe and Pastor Peter for special 
music during the Maundy Thursday service.  
 
Welcome to Kate, Cat, and Ed who have joined the choir. Every new 
member makes a difference!  

 
The choir will be on vacation after Pentecost, Sunday, June 9. We will be 
looking for volunteers to provide special music to fill the anthem spot during 
July and August. Anyone who would like to share his or her talent by 
singing or playing an instrument should talk to Kiel or anyone on the Music 
Committee to reserve a Sunday.  

 

 

 
 

The May 4th organ concert and dinner were a huge success! One could call 
the event an Outreach experience since more than half the dinner guests 
as well as concert attendees were not members of First Church. The Music 
Committee wishes to thank Judy, Mary, Crystal, Janice, Sandy, Barbara,  
and Carol for serving, Judie and Dan for greeting, Suzanne and Doug for 
selling concert tickets and handing out programs, and Jim, John, and Mike  
for washing dishes.  

 
Donating her energy and talent, Permie Sears performed an outstanding 
program of French music to benefit the Eva Farr Fund. The event realized 
a profit of $1,800. For the past few years, the General Operating Fund has 
not budgeted monies for the tuning and repair of the organ. The Music 
Committee has taken on the responsibility of raising money to that end to 
guarantee that the organ be maintained. 
 

Volunteers Needed for Fireworks and Summerfest 
               

 



 

 This year First Church of Monson is selling hot pretzels 
and bottled water at the Monson fireworks on Saturday, 
June 22, and at Summerfest on Thursday, July 4.  Kate is 
again heading up this successful effort.   
 
We will also sell the traditional strawberry 

shortcake, lemonade, and bottled water at our regular 
Summerfest booth on July 4.  
 
Strong, capable volunteers with some carpentry skills are 
needed to help Ted set up and take down the booths.     
 
Volunteers are also needed to make the strawberry mixture, bake the 
biscuits, and run the two booths.  There is something for many of you to do.  
If you cannot help physically, you may be able to help out financially so that 
we can buy the supplies that we will need. 
 
Fundraisers are essential to meeting our budget this year, so please plan to 
help in any way that you can. Thank you. 
 
Please sign up with Suzanne in the Fellowship Room after church or 
contact the Church Office at office@firstchurchmonson.org or 413-267-
3312 if you can help. 
 
                  

 
 

 

 
The daily lectionary for June 2019 may be found at  
 
https://www.macucc.org/files/files/documentsdailylectionary/june+2019.pdf 
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