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The Church Office is usually open on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from         

9 AM to 1 PM.  Pastor Peter will be in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 

Thursdays from 10 AM to 3 PM, or by appointment. 

Please visit our website and calendar at www.firstchurchmonson.org.  

 

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here! 

 

 

The Mission of the First Church of Monson is  

to praise God through prayer, 

to share the Word and love of God by promoting fellowship in the community, 

and to serve as stewards of God’s creation – 

all in a manner that glorifies God and emulates Christ. 
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Every once in a while, it’s important for the church to hold a mirror up to 
itself for a wellness check - to look for the places where we do well, and for 
those places where improvement is needed. One issue that has cropped 
up several times in the 18 or so months that I’ve been here is how we treat 
each other in our work as members of the body of Christ.  

 
“Churches are made up of people,” the Rev. Jill Graham, Associate 
Conference Minister for the Western Area, reminded us at a recent Church 
Council meeting. She came at the invitation of the council to address this 
longstanding issue in our church. At that meeting, leaders were able to 
share stories about their experiences. Strikingly, almost everyone around 
the table cited specific instances when they have felt unheard, or abused, 
dismissed or attacked or bullied in the church.  

 
This question about how we treat each other in community is as old as the 
Christian church itself. We only need to turn to the letters of the apostle 
Paul to the churches in Corinth and Thessalonica to understand that.  

 
In the next few months, you will hear more about this. Our goal is to create 
a written covenant to guide us as we go about the work of leading the 
church. If you have any thoughts or experiences which you would like to 
add to the conversation, please be in touch with me or moderator Liz.  

 
May God bless us as we journey on this path. 
 
Peace, Peter 
Rev. Peter Johnston, Pastor 
 
 

“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord.” 

(Psalm 19:14) 

 



Stewardship Message for the November Messenger 

 

November is the Thankfulness Season, when we celebrate 

our bounty with a Thanksgiving feast. November is also 

stewardship season here at First Church. In mid-October, 

you should have received a stewardship letter from the 

Stewardship Team. With that letter, we included a pledge 

card. The theme of this stewardship season is “Give 

Thankfully.”  The Stewardship Team is asking you to 

prayerfully consider how much you would like to “Give Thankfully” to help 

support your church in 2020.  

 

On two Sundays in October, during the service, there have been members of the 

congregation who spoke on stewardship. They told their stories, why they value 

this church community, and how they determine the way that they will “Give 

Thankfully.” On the first two Sundays in November, you will hear two more 

speakers. 

  

Sunday, November 10, will be Stewardship Sunday. After having read our letter 

and heard the speakers, we ask you to come to church on that day with your 

pledge card. Join with your friends here in making your promise of support. Then 

join us after the service for a stewardship luncheon in the fellowship hall to 

celebrate how we have come together to “Give Thankfully.” 
 

Your Stewardship Team, 

Doug, Laurie, Carolyn, Ann, and Pastor Peter 

 

 

          

 



 

November News and Notes 
 

Administrative Assistant Lee will be on vacation from Thursday, October 

31 to November 7. The Church Office will be staffed; phone calls and 

emails will be answered. 

 

Daylight-Saving Time ends November 3, 2019. Be sure to turn your clocks 

back one hour. 

  

On Wednesday, November 13 at 7 p.m., the Hearts Willing Club will host a 

special program presented by Bob and Laurie entitled “A Wedding in 

Jerusalem.” They will be showing photographs and telling us about their 

time in Jerusalem. Guests are most welcome to join us for this special event. 

Refreshments will be served.   

 

Hearts Willing Club will hold a bake sale on Sunday, November 24 in 

Fellowship Hall. Pies, cakes, cookies, and other goodies will be available. 

 

As we are now in the heating season, please be certain to tightly close the 

exterior doors when entering or exiting the church. Thank you. 

 

The daily lectionary Scripture references for November can be found at  

https://www.macucc.org/files/files/documentsdailylectionary/november+20

19.pdf 

https://www.macucc.org/files/files/documentsdailylectionary/november+2019.pdf
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Thursday, November 1 – All Saints’ Day 

Sunday, November 10 – Stewardship Sunday 

Monday, November 11 – Loaves and Fishes  

Tuesday, November 12 – Church Office closed 

Friday, November 15 – Messenger deadline for December 

Sunday, November 17 – Open Pantry Sunday 

Sunday, November 24 – Greening of the church following the worship service 

             Hearts Willing Club Thanksgiving Bake Sale 

Monday, November 25 – Greening of the church from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, November 28 – Thanksgiving, Church Office closed 

Friday, November 29 – Church Office closed 

 

 

Loaves and Fishes Update Beginning in November, we will have new Loaves and 

Fishes Coordinators, Crystal and Trish. All of the menus, sign-ups, and other 

procedures will remain the same.  

Our heartfelt thanks go to John for his many years of service as Loaves and Fishes 

coordinator. John was ever present and steadfast in his commitment to the 

program, and he also streamlined the procedures and menus for us. Thank you, 

John.  

We are looking for one or two people who would be willing to go down to the 

church in Springfield on a regular basis. If you can commit to becoming a regular 

server, please see either Crystal or Trish. 

 



Greening of the Sanctuary 

 

 

 

Greening is the decorating of the church for the seasons of Advent and Christmas 

with various greenery: an Advent wreath, other wreaths, garlands, and Christmas 

trees. The greens symbolize hope, a new life through Jesus. 

 

Two dates are scheduled for the greening, Sunday, November 24 after the worship 

service and Monday, November 25 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Help is needed on both 

dates; there are plenty of things to be done and not everyone has to climb a 

ladder. 

The more helping hands, the faster we complete these tasks:  

 Bringing boxes down from storage and ladders up (may be done earlier) 

 Ironing ribbons and decorating wreaths  

 Hanging the garlands and wreaths  

 Setting up the new trees in the choir area 

 Decorating the garlands and trees 

 Ironing and hanging the banners 

 Testing lights for the window decorations  

 Arranging the window decorations 
 

Sign-up sheets will be available in the Fellowship Room or simply show up! 

 

 

There is a mystery the choir can’t solve.  Some kind anonymous volunteer washed 

and mended the choir robes this summer!  Whoever you are, thank you so very 

much.  We truly appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

 



Christmas Poinsettias 

 

This year, we’ll be selling poinsettias as a fundraiser for the Monson 

Ecumenical Fuel Fund. Flowers will be delivered for the Sunday worship 

service on December 22, and may be picked up after the 7:00 p.m. 

Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve, December 24.  

To order poinsettias, please complete a separate form for each dedication and 

return to the Church Office by Sunday, December 1.  

 

Quantities are limited—order early! 
 

Name: ____________________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________ 

 

_____  Red Poinsettia, 6” pot, 1 plant, 4-6 flowers,  @  $10  

_____  Red Poinsettia, 7” pot,  2 plants, 8-12 flowers, @  $15 
 

 

_____ I will take the plant after the 7 pm Christmas Eve service 

  OR 

_____I would like the plant delivered to a shut-in. 
 

Tax is included in the price. Payment should accompany the order, with 

checks payable to:  The First Church of Monson.  

Questions? Contact Lee, Church Administrative Assistant, at 267-3312 

 

 

 



The Music Committee of the First Church of Monson, 5 High 

Street, will hold its annual Christmas Dinner and Concert on 

Saturday, December 7, 2019, beginning at 5 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall at the church. The menu will include 

appetizers, a main entrée of Chicken Alfredo, vegetables, 

salad, and dessert.  

Following the dinner, Sarah the Fiddler will perform her 

Christmas program.  

 The moment her bow touches the srings, Sarah’s 

passion for music is evident. 

 Combining her influences of classical, old-time, 

bluegrass, and Celtic music to create a unique sound, 

Sarah has performed with numerous orchestras and 

theater groups.  

Tickets for the dinner and concert are $20.00 and may be obtained by 

contacting the Church Office at 413-267-3312 or 

office@firstchurchmonson.org . For those who just want to attend the 

concert, the ticket fee is $10.00. 

 

 

Forty-three guests were served a delicious meal 

prepared by members of the Music Committee on 

Saturday September 28.  A total of $563 was raised 

to benefit funding special music. Thanks to Janice, 

Sarah, and Carol for serving—and a very special 

thank-you to Barbara who worked in the kitchen all 

day Saturday even though she isn’t a member of 
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First Church!  And as ever, we deeply appreciate the dishwashing services of Mike, 

John, and Jim! An enthusiastic crowd of over 50 people attended the Fanfare 

Brass Concert, one of the best that group has presented.   

Are You Called to Care for Others? 
 

 

 

Called to Care is a ministry at First Church that focuses on 

providing  support to those in our congregation and to those 

associated with it. The Called to Care Team provides ministry to 
 

 Those who are home bound, or semi home bound. 

 Those with medical situations (hospitalization, rehab & recovery) and 

their families. 

 Those who have suffered a loss. 

 Others in need. This group is less defined and may include those with 

chronic needs, new parents and children caring for parents. 

You can participate in this ministry in a number of ways: 
 

Be a visitor for Called to Care. All Called to Care visitors will receive training 
and be able to discern what category of visitation is right for them. 

 

Be a Called to Care Angel. Angels deliver specific resources to those being 
served by this ministry. It may be delivering food, cards, flowers and 
supplies. Angels may stop by for a short visit too.   

 

     We are currently looking for a person willing to send a card to about ten 
selected shut-ins three to four times a year. Cards, stamps, and list of 
recipients provided. Please contact Pastor Peter for more information. 

 

Be a resource provider. The Called to Care ministry will need a number of 
resources depending on the needs of those being served by this ministry. 
We will need cards, baked goods, food items, and other supplies.  The 
Called to Care ministry will be self- supporting. Its ministry will rely on 
donations and contributions from all those in our                                
congregation and from our resource providers. 

 

Be a member of the Called to Care Steering Committee that organizes and 
coordinates this ministry.  We meet on average once a month and tend to 
the details of team maintenance, those who might benefit from this 
ministry and what resources are available. 

 



 

Interested?  Contact any member of the Steering Team (Rev. Peter Johnston, Jane, 
Janice, or Sandy) with questions or to share the name of a person whom you 
believe might welcome this ministry in his or her life. 


