
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

The Mission of the First Church of Monson is  
to praise God through prayer, 

to share the Word and love of God by promoting fellowship in the community, 
and to serve as stewards of God’s creation – 

all in a manner that glorifies God and emulates Christ. 
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The Church Office is usually open on Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays 
from 9 AM to 1 PM. Pastor Peter is usually in his office on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 10 AM to 3 PM or by appointment. 
 

Please visit our website and calendar at www.firstchurchmonson.org. 
 



 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
As I write this, the joyful strains of our children’s Christmas pageant still echo 
through the church. “Joy to the World, the Lord is come!”  
 
With the joy of Christmas still in our hearts, we move into a new year and a new 
decade. While we are all gearing up for the new year in our personal lives, making 
resolutions, remembering to date checks 2020, making sure we have enough rock 
salt, and wearing sweaters instead of adjusting the thermostat, the church is also 
embarking on a new year.  
 
On January 12, we will hold a Special Congregational Meeting to act on a 
recommendation of the Bylaw Review Committee to amend our bylaws. At the 
Annual Meeting on February 2, we will elect new board and committee members 
and new officers, as well as adopting the 2020 budget. We will also consider the 
church’s new behavioral covenant, which is being crafted for our use.   
 
If you have not done so, I encourage you to prayerfully support the church by 
offering your time, talent, and treasure by accepting an elected position in the 
church or making a financial pledge. Both of these are vitally important to the 
ministry of the church.  
 
God has blessed us with this beloved community of faith, which has stood on the 
hill for many decades. Let us all give thanks for our lives and our church as we 
contemplate a new year. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Peter 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
This year’s stewardship campaign still has a ways to 
go.  As this issue of The Messenger went to press, we 
had pledges totaling $88,710 from 66 families or 
individuals. We are still hoping to hear from some 
more pledge families in order to help us over 
$105,000, as we did in 2019. 
 

Our deepest thanks go to all who have pledged. Without your support, First 
Church couldn’t provide us with worship services, a Sunday School 
program, facilities, and activities that we love. We are in the process of 
preparing a budget based on what we now know, but we will gratefully 
accept pledges at any time. Our budget for 2020 currently shows a deficit. 
The committees are looking for ways to either decrease their expenses or 
increase their income or both. Our objective, by the Annual Meeting on the 
first Sunday of February, will be to have a better story and a balanced 
budget. 
 
Your Stewardship Team,  
Doug, Laurie, Carolyn, and Anne 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Notice to those who give on line: If you have your pledge 
fulfilled by automatic withdrawal from your bank 
account, you must complete a new form for 2020. You 
may also complete a form if you wish to start automatic 
withdrawals. The forms can be found in the narthex and 
Fellowship Hall. Completed forms may be left in the 
Church Office mail slot or the offering plate, attention 
Church Treasurer. Thank you! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Annual Reports (except financial) are due in to the Church Office by Monday, 
January 6, 2020.  Please email your report in Word or Publisher format to 
office@firsthurchmonson.org . 
 
 

The De-greening of the Sanctuary is planned for Sunday , January 5 
following the worship service.  Degreening is when we pack away the 
Christmas decorations. Any time you can give will be greatly appreciated. 
The de-greening of the Sanctuary generally goes more quickly than the 
greening. 
 
 

The 2020 Sanctuary Flower form and sign-up sheet are available in the 
Fellowship Room. Please complete one form for each arrangement donated.  

 
Winter Weather Cancellations: Watch local stations WFSB Channel 3, ABC 
40, FOX 6, WWLP-TV 22 or go to www.wfsb.com, www.WWLP.com, or  
www.westernmassnews.com to see if worship servuces or church activities 
are canceled due to inclement weather. 

 
As we are now in the heating season, please be certain to close the exterior 
doors tightly upon enetering or exiting the church. Also, if you want heat 
for youp meeting or event, pleae contact the Church Office to have you 
event listed on the church calendar. Thermostats are usually programmed 
at the beginning of each week. 
 

 

Reminder: Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, February 2, 2020.  
 
 
 



 
The Music Committee’s annaul Christmas dinner and 
concert on Saturday, December 7, 2019 was a huge 
success. Over 80 guests were served a delicious meal, the 
favorite dish being the tasty pickled beets! Thanks to the 
servers: Janice,  Laurie, Diane, Sarah, Barbara, Crystal, and 
Amy. John and Jim, our experienced dishwashers, 
cheerfully helped once again. Dan and Judy greeted 
people as they came in and Suzanne met concert goers at 

the door. A special thank you goes out to the members of First Church who came, 
as there are always more visitors than members at our events.  
 
An estimated 120 folk enjoyed Sarah the Fiddler’s concert, many of them her loyal 
fans. Over $1,400 was earned and will be used for expenses to nurture music at 
First Church where we honor God each Sunday by lifting our voices in song to 
praise Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Options for Receiving The Messenger 
 
There are four options available for receiving monthly newsletter: 
 

 Pick up a printed edition available in the narthex and Fellowship Hall 
 Have a copy emailed to you from the Church Office 
 Read the edited version of the newsletter on the First Church 

website, www.firstchurchmonson.org  
 Subscribe to receive a copy via first class mail 

 
You do not need to do anything if you picking up a copy at church or 
reading the online version. If you wish to have a copy emailed to you, please 
make your request known to the Church Office. If you wish to receive a copy 
by first class mail, please provide the Church Office with a current mailing 
address and a check for $6.00 per year to cover postage. 
 
 

 



 

 
 


